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An eventful race this year, following the beautiful Raad Ny Foillan coast path with a few marked 

deviations from Port St. Mary to Port Erin. 

39 runners lined up at Albert Pier, around the size of field expected for a fell race so far removed 

from the Northern hills. 

The first detour involved running down a zig zag path to Perwick Beach. In previous years this path 

had been overgrown and cut back for the race, this year there were no such problems. The path up 

from the beach unfortunately was completely overgrown, with cutting back still taking place as 

runners appeared from the beach! 

The next deviation involved running up to the Old Coastguard station car park, before descending 

back down to the coastal path. As well as being a safety control with road access, this introduces 

sufficient climb to make it a category “A” race, i.e. one with greater than 50m climb per km.  This 

year’s event was only part of the Port Erin Beach Festival and not the Manx Fell League, therefore 

this wasn’t actually required, but the route wasn’t amended. In future years it may be included in 

the Manx League which consists soley of category A races. 

Unfortunately the first seven runners including Lyndon Powell, Ian Brookfield, and the only two 

juniors Alex Bell and Tom Partington,  took the direct line past The Chasm, rather than going to the 

Checkpoint. This is the training route used by race leader and first to cross the finish line, Tom 

Cringle, which explains how the error was made. 

From here the race continues past Black Head, with permission as usual obtained to take the direct 

route across the final field to The Sound. At least one of the disqualified runners decided having 

already missed a Checkpoint to have a run around Burro Ned, probably due to the lovely weather. 



After the 2nd and final Check Point at The Sound, it would be nice to say the race went without a 

hitch, but around the time the runners were traversing Mull Hill, minutes from the finish, the 

timekeepers were (against their wishes) watching the Motosyke racing in Port Erin, with the coast 

path inaccessible. After some negotiation, they were able to move the finish line to the headland 

above the Marine Biological Station. 

Congratulations to Steven Caley, David Peach, and Neil Brewis as the first 3 finishers to complete the 

course visiting both Checkpoints, and Gail Griffiths (4th overall), Janette Morgan (1st V50 overall) and 

Hayley Beecroft the first 3 ladies. 

Steve Taggart was 1st V50 man, and John Critchley 1st V60 man. 

Prizes were kindly donated by the Beach Festival sponsors and awarded to 1st place finishers in each 

category,  plus a number of spot prizes to. 

Undeterred by a  DQ by organisers he had considered as friends, Tom Cringle decided to try his hand 

at The Mascot Race on the Beach at 7pm, knowing there was a nice shiny medal on offer. 

Unfortunately, Paul Kneen (who had also been near Checkpoint 1), had other ideas, and following a 

few scuffles and blows to the head, it is not known if either actually reached the finish line. V45 Colin 

Mitchell went on to win, and wore the medal proudly for the rest of the evening. 

Results here: 

http://static1.squarespace.com/static/50c834e5e4b0a53fd189c25c/t/578b9bb403596ee71369009c

/1468767159513/pier_to_pier2016.pdf 
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